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Background: Pluralistic education requires pluralistic teachers, and not every teacher can take on
this important role. Therefore, the scientific community needs to identify the qualifications and
characteristics of such teachers and take steps to train them. Although studies have been conducted
in Iran on teacher qualifications in various fields, However, there is a research gap in identifying the
competencies of pluralistic teachers in the form of qualitative studies.

Aims: The purpose of this research was to identify the qualifications of pluralistic teachers in the
Iranian education system.

Methods: This research was conducted with a qualitative approach and sequential exploratory
method. The study population included all teachers and professors in Fars province. The study sample
was also selected using a purposeful sampling. The data collected for the study reached Theoretical
saturation from the twenty-eighth person. The data collection tool in the present study was Semi-
structured interviews. The collected research data were also analyzed using the Attride-Stirling’s
content analysis method.

Results: The results of this study categorized the competencies of a pluralistic teacher into 4 global
themes (knowledge, attitude, skill, and behavior), 16 organizing themes, and 81 basic themes. Also,
based on the collected information and its classification into three themes, a model related to the
competence of pluralistic teachers in the Iranian education system was proposed.

Conclusion: Considering the findings of this study, it is suggested that education and training include
the identified competencies of pluralistic teachers in its main components in teacher recruitment
exams. It is also necessary for education to reform teachers' attitudes regarding how to interact with
students by expressing and introducing the indicators and qualifications of a pluralistic teacher.
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Introduction

The pluralistic educational approach focuses on
creating opportunities for learners to actively
participate as members of the school and the larger
community. This approach places special emphasis
on social change and social justice. The common goal
of the models in this approach is to educate global
citizen, critical analysts, political participants,
cultural advocates, and informed individuals (Levy,
2022). A pluralistic teacher should teach about other
societies, cultures, religions, and moral systems, and
by discussing other cultures and societies with
students, raise questions for them, and ultimately
leave the judgment to them. Of course, pluralistic
education does not believe that cultures, societies, and
religions are all equally good, but rather accepts the
existence of weaknesses and strengths in them
(Herndndez-Torrano & lbrayeva, 2020).

In pluralistic schools, the teacher is the creator of
knowledge and the facilitator of the learning process.
In a pluralistic education, where a text is read or
interpreted in different ways, readers learn new
material that is their own by taking a critical view of
the text. Pluralistic educators believe that information
is now controlled by the government everywhere,
including in schools, But in a pluralistic situation,
governments have less opportunity to make
information transparent because the global network is
expanding (Allen et al., 2018). Paying attention to
educational pluralism can enhance individuals'
tolerance for working with people who are different
from themselves through interaction with different
cultures, which is actually a form of socialization
(Lutfallah & Buchanan, 2019). Considering this,
experts on pluralism in education believe that if
educational systems take steps in greater coordination
with the rapid social, political, and cultural changes
of today, and provide appropriate contexts for identity
transformation and development, they must
inevitably develop programs according to the
components and goals of pluralistic education
(Sinclair, 2019). Otherwise, by ignoring the cultural
developments of other societies and not interacting
appropriately with other cultures, and denying the
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fact that preventing the penetration of other cultures
is practically impossible (Baildon & Alviar-Martin,
2018), Students are faced with an identity crisis that
stems from a lack of real recognition of other cultures
(Lundberg et al., 2020).

Fairley (2024) identified three prominent components
of a pluralistic teacher: adopting humanistic
educational approaches, bridging cultural gaps, and
promoting transformative education. Choi (2023)
also proposed three levels of characteristics of a
pluralistic teacher: cognitive, constructive, and
executive levels. Kerkhoff & Cloud (2020) also
showed that teaching experience, understanding of
lifelong learning, and learning strategies are among
the most important competencies of pluralistic
teachers.

Although studies have been conducted in Iran on
teacher qualifications in various fields, However,
there is aresearch gap in identifying the competencies
of pluralistic teachers in the form of qualitative
studies. Therefore, the present study seeks to address
this research challenge and answer the fundamental
question: What are the qualifications of a pluralistic
teacher in the Iranian education system?

Method

This research was conducted with a qualitative
approach and sequential exploratory method. The
study population included all teachers and professors
in Fars province. The study sample was also selected
using a purposeful sampling. The data collected for
the study reached Theoretical saturation from the
twenty-eighth person. The data collection tool in the
present study was Semi-structured interviews. The
collected research data were also analyzed using the
Attride-Stirling’s content analysis method.

Results

The research question was examined through the the
Attride-Stirling’s content analysis method. This
method, which is interpretive in nature, is a process
by which scattered text data can be transformed into
rich and interpretive data. The results of this study
categorized the competencies of a pluralistic teacher
into 4 global themes (knowledge, attitude, skill, and
behavior) and16 organizing themes. The results are
presented in Table 1.
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Table 1. Organizing and Global Themes

Global Themes

Organizing Themes

knowledge

Critical thinking
Reasoning

Human rights knowledge

Cultural, social and religious knowledge
Tolerance and tolerance towards students

attitude

Acceptance of diversity and pluralism
Free from restrictions and prejudices

Humanism

Pluralistic Learning Strategies

skill

Peaceful Interaction

Balance Between Diversity and Unity

behavior

Enduring hardships
Context-based behavior
Involving everyone in implementing the curriculum
Implementing humane approaches to education

Preserving and promoting the human dignity of students

Conclusion

The purpose of this research was to identify the
qualifications of pluralistic teachers in the Iranian
education system, And finally arrived at a proposed
model. Based on the proposed model of the present
study, the competencies of a pluralistic teacher were
identified in four global themes including knowledge,
attitude, skill, and behavior.

According to cultural relativism, humans are not
inferior or superior to each other, they are just
different from each other (Banks & Banks, 2010).
When society provides an environment in which all
ethnic groups can flourish and play a role in the
formation of public institutions, hostility is reduced
and society benefits from the richness of ethnic
traditions and culture. In line with the findings of this
study, the results of Choi (2023) study also introduced
cognitive knowledge as one of the three levels of
pluralistic teacher characteristics. In this context,
Farley (2024) identified insights into what a
transnational orientation entails and how teachers
(can) use their transnationality as a resource to
promote social justice in her study.

Another theme identified in this research was attitude.
The pluralist teacher's attitude towards cultural and
social issues is significant. These teachers have a
spirit of empathy and kindness towards all students
and do not view student differences from a bigoted
perspective. In support of this finding, the results of
Allen et al.'s (2018) study entitled "Human Resource
Professionals’ Competencies for Pluralism"” showed

that teachers' attitudes towards teaching pluralism are
very significant.

The next discovered theme for the competence of the
pluralistic teacher was skills. The skills of the
pluralistic teacher help him to play his role as a
facilitator of student relationships well. Kerkhoff &
Cloud (2020) also stated that teachers need practical
skills to implement competent teaching.

Another characteristic of the pluralist teacher
identified in this study was behavior. The pluralist
teacher also promotes the idea of pluralism in his or
her behavior. This teacher must determine his/her
behavioral path in such a way that, in addition to
paying attention to different cultures, he/she is able to
create a platform for the growth of all cultures and
peaceful interaction with them. For this purpose, the
teacher must be able to create and strengthen a spirit
of tolerance, understanding, and respect for
differences in society, and it is in line with this goal
that pluralistic education is important.

Considering the findings of this study, it is suggested
that education and training include the identified
competencies of pluralistic teachers in its main
components in teacher recruitment exams. It is also
necessary for education to reform teachers' attitudes
regarding how to interact with students by expressing
and introducing the indicators and qualifications of a
pluralistic teacher.
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