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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Background: currently, due to the lack of career guidance program and entrepreneurship education
Career Guidance, in Iran first secondary school, the necessary preparations for the career path of students are done by
Entrepreneurial incorporating these components in textbooks. Therefore, it is necessary to investigate the integrated
Competence, model, which was neglected in previous studies

Content Analysis, Aims: The aim of this study was to investigate the conceptual model of career guidance and
first secondary school entrepreneurship component integrated in the textbooks content of first secondary school.

Methods: This research used qualitative content analysis method to identify and extract components,
and content analysis technique to organize the conceptual model. The statistical population was
purposefully selected seventh to ninth grade textbooks for the 1400-99 academic year and samples
including technology textbooks, three-level social studies, and seventh and eighth grade lifestyle
Results: 125 codes and 20 basic themes were extracted; Essential codes and themes were identified
and validated by 13 counseling and entrepreneurship experts by CVR method. 89 codes and 19
essential basic themes identified in the following to 3 organizing themes (career choice readiness,
entrepreneurial competencies and basic competencies) and the comprehensive theme of career
readiness, conceptual model was organized. 46.07%, 34.83% and 56.18% of the codes in the seventh
to ninth have been neglected. The themes of career choice readiness include: career information
12.99%, career and decision-making skills 6.96%, career attitude 2.09% and the entrepreneurial
competencies of 19.03% in the content of the textbooks have been considered.

Conclusion: The results showed that a significant percentage of the essential themes are neglected
and the components are embedded locally in the content of textbooks. The comparison of integration

Received: 02 Jun 2021 model with development models of career choice indicates the dominance of the immediate view
Accepted: 19 Jul 2021 over the developmental of career choice, Therefore, the integration model doesn't have the necessary
Available: 20 Feb 2022 efficiency in career readiness of students.

BY NC ND

QOO0

* Corresponding Author: Kiumars Farahbakhsh, Associate Professor, Counseling Department, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: kiilumars@yahoo.com

Tel: (+98) 9131154635

2476-5740/ © 2021 The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/).

2161



https://psychologicalscience.ir/article-1-1303-fa.html
https://psychologicalscience.ir/article-1-1303-fa.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/jcmh.7.4.19

Monthly Journal of

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Career guidance is an inclusive term that has been
used to describe a range of interventions including
career education and counselling, that help people to
move from a general understanding of life and work
to a specific understanding of the realistic life,
learning and work options that are open to them
(ABCD, 2008). A variety of approaches, such as
career develoment models, career guidance and
education programs can provide knowledge, skills,
and attitudes needed to career readiness. Gyshers
(2013) believes that the behaviors and skills needed
to achieve career readiness include: social
competencies, diverse skills, positive work habits,
personal qualities, personality and emotional states,
and entrepreneurship.

EntreComp defines competence as “a set of
knowledge, skills and attitudes” and
“entrepreneurship” as “when you act upon
opportunities and ideas and transform them into value
for others” (Bacigalupo et al., 2016). In educational
settings, entrepreneurship education on
entrepreneurial competencies is focused on giving all
students the opportunity to develop entrepreneurial
ability (Palmer and Johansson, 2018). ICEE
Progression Model (2018) considers students on a
gradual journey of entrepreneurial learning that
spends steps such as discovery, exploration and
experimentation.  According to Super career
development theory (1990), secondary school
students are in the process of growth and exploration.
Hence, researches and experts have identified a good
time for self-awareness, career exploration (Godbey
and Gordon, 2019). Therefore, career guidance and
entrepreneurship education programs in secondary
school can significantly prepare students for
successful entry into the changing, competitive and
complex world of work.

Through the embedding approach, career guidance
methods (Gysbers, 2008 and Collins and Barnes,
2017) and entrepreneurship education can be
included in the curriculum. Infusion career guidance
and personal development into all school subjects will
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lead to better results in meeting the challenges ahead
in the world of work (Hiebert, 2010).

A review of ITHACA Group (2019) International
Experiences of incorporating career education
indicates that the world's education systems have
recently shown widespread interest in cross-
curricular approaches to incorporating guidance and
career education. At the primary and secondary
school level, many European countries are pursuing
entrepreneurship education through cross-curricular
methods and incorporating  entrepreneurship
education with other subjects as the dominant
approach in the formal curriculum of these countries
(European Commission, 2012).

In the first secondary school, the Iranian educational
system has been considered as the only method of
guidance and entrepreneurship education for
acquiring entrepreneurial competencies and career
maturity through integration in textbooks. A review
of the research background in Iran showed that in this
area, no research has been conducted with emphasis
on theories of career development and entrepreneurial
competencies in elementary and secondary school.
Therefore, it is necessary to investigate the
incorporated conceptual model in order to evaluate
the efficiency and measure the degree of compliance
with the comprehensive school development
guidance programs and career development models,
which were neglected in previous studies.

Thus, the present study raises this year what
components of career guidance and entrepreneurship
are incorporated into the content of secondary school
textbooks? What can be the essential themes and
components to integrate into the textbooks in
question? What are the essential themes neglected?
What is the conceptual model based on those
components? And to what extent are the
characteristics of the model consistent with theories
of career choise?

Method

This research used qualitative content analysis
method to identify and extract components, and
content analysis technique to organize the conceptual
model. The statistical population was purposefully
selected seventh to ninth grade textbooks for the
1400-99 academic year and samples including
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technology textbooks, three-level social studies, and
seventh and eighth grade lifestyle. In the data
collection and face validity section, 3
entrepreneurship experts and 2 counselling experts
were used, and in the CVR validation section, a total
of 13 experts in the field of consulting and
entrepreneurship were used. Specialists had at least a
doctorate and experience in teaching and research in
the fields of counselling, curriculum planning and
entrepreneurship.

Content analysis worksheets were used to collect
textbook content and CVR content validity
questionnaire was used for validation. In order to
familiarize with the themes of career guidance and
entrepreneurship, first related theme in the research
literature were studied and extracted; Then, the codes
and themes related to these components were
identified by qualitative content analysis of textbooks
and recorded in the content analysis worksheets. To
prepare a more complete list, the proposed list was
completed by providing a list of codes and themes
extracted from the textbooks to 5 counselling and
entrepreneurship experts, after several round-trip
steps without removing the code or theme.
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Finally, by refining the codes and themes, then
combining them, a set of codes and themes (125
codes and 20 basic themes) were obtained, which
were validated by CVR method. According to the
Lawshe’s Table, the minimum validity required for
13 people is at least 0.54. Therefore, components with
a minimum of 0.54 agreement were selected. Out of
20 themes and 125 codes, 19 themes and 89 codes
were deemed necessary from the point of view of
experts. 89 codes and 19 essential basic themes
identified in the following to 3 organizing themes
(career choice readiness, entrepreneurial
competencies and basic competencies) was
organized. These three themes were provided in the
form of career readiness competencies as a
comprehensive theme to provide a conceptual model
through Thematic analysis.

Results

The conceptual model of career guidance and
entrepreneurship components of secondary school
textbooks is given in Table 1 in the form of a
comprehensive theme, three organizing themes, and
19 basic themes, with a frequency of seventh to ninth
grade.

Table 1. Conceptual model of career guidance and entrepreneurship components of secondary school textbooks

comprehensive theme of career readiness competencies

Organizing Basic themes frequency Total Percentages
themes 9hgrade 8" grade 7" grade frequency  of frequency

career choice Career information 45 24 43 112 12/99%
readiness _ _Career sI_<|IIs ) 21 9 8 38 4/41%
competencies decision makl_ng skills 1 21 0 22 2/55%
Career attitude 7 8 3 18 2/09%
Financial and economic literacy 7 7 27 41 4/76%
entrepreneurial Creative thinking 17 28 32 77 8/93%
competencies Opportunity recognition 1 1 3 5 0/58%
Entrepreneurial attitude 8 17 16 41 4/76%
Information and Communication Technology Literacy 14 16 25 55 6/38%
Critical thinking 9 16 21 46 5/34%
Problem-solving 7 9 13 29 3/36%
Planning skills 15 11 7 33 3/83%
basic Communication_skills 0 0 0 0 0/00%
competencies Teamwor_k skl_ lls 7 22 38 67 T717%
Leadership skills 0 0 0 0 0/00%
Assertiveness skills 19 23 40 82 9/51%
Emotional management 0 27 12 29 4/52%
Self development 3 28 32 63 7131%

Professional ethics 25 26 33 94 10/90%

’ Lt R KR 206 303 353 862 100/00%

requency
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In order to describe and explain more precisely the
two themes, career choice readiness competencies
and entrepreneurial competencies were presented
separately in Tables (2 and 3).

Vol. 20, No. 108, Winter(March) 2022

According to Table 2, the most frequent theme was
career information with 12.99% and career choice
skills with 0.12% was the least.

According to Table 7, the most frequent theme was
creative thinking with 8.93% and opportunity
recognition skills with 0.58% was the least.

Table 2. career choice readiness competencies of secondary school textbooks

. . frequency Total Percentages of
Organizing themes Basic themes " grade 8% grade 7% grade  frequency frequency
Career information 45 24 43 112 12/99%
Career exploration skills 8 5 2 15 174%
career choice readiness Career information acquisition skills 3 3 4 10 1/16%
competencies Career self-awareness 9 1 2 12 1/39%
career choice skills 1 0 0 1 0/12%
decision making skills 1 21 0 22 2/55%
Career attitude 7 8 8 18 2/09%
Total frequency AR 22/04%
Table 3. entrepreneurial competencies of secondary school textbooks
. . frequency Total Percentages of
Organizing themes Basic themes O grade  8"grade 7" grade  frequency frequency
Financial and economic literacy 7 7 27 41 4/76%
entrepreneurial Creative thinking 17 28 32 77 8/93%
competencies Opportunity recognition 1 1 8 5 0/58%
Entrepreneurial attitude 8 17 16 41 4/76%
Total frequency SREEEEAS 33 58 78 164 19/03%

Conclusion

In order to investigate the conceptual model of career
guidance and entrepreneurship component integrated
in the textbooks content of first secondary school, the
themes approved by research experts were compared
with theoretical perspectives and research literature.
Also, the frequency of themes, codes and neglected
themes and the trend of key themes (ascending /
descending and continuity / discontinuity) in the
content of textbooks were considered as indicators
and explanations of the model.

The findings of the present study show that
insufficient attention has been paid to the themes
related to career choice readiness except for career
information.

Despite the emphasis on career self-awareness
according to experts in this research and most career
choice theories such as trait-factor theories (self-
knowledge in Parsons and Holland theory) and career
development theories under headings such as self-
concept, super development theory and Gottfredson
(Patton and McMahon, 2006), little attention to career
self-awareness in the content of 7" and 8" grade
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textbooks is inconsistent with the views of experts in
the present study and career theories. The neglect of
career decision-making skills in the 7" grade and little
attention in the 9™ grade indicate that career
components are not incorporated into textbooks based
on theories of career development.

The results show that in theme of entrepreneurial
competence, the most attention has been paid to
creative thinking in the seventh and eighth grades and
the least to opportunity recognition. Furthermore, the
frequency of entrepreneurial competencies from the
seventh to the ninth grade shows a downward trend,
which is inconsistent with the entrepreneurial
learning journey proposed in the ICEE Progression
Model (2018). From 19 basic themes approved by
experts, two basic themes of communication skills,
leadership skills in the seventh to ninth grades;
decision making skills in seventh grade, emotional
management in ninth grade, all subcodes are
neglected, also 46.07% of the codes in the seventh
grade, 34.83% in the eighth grade and 56.18% in the
ninth grade.
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Overall, the results of model explanation showed that
a significant percentage of the essential themes are
neglected, the components are embedded locally in
the content of textbooks, also little attention paid to
career choice skills in seventh and eighth grade, so the
comparison of integration model with career theories
and models indicates the dominance of the immediate
view over the developmental of career choice. On the
other hand, little attention to the content of
opportunity recognition and the downward trend of
other themes of entrepreneurial competencies
indicates that the integration model doesn't have
enough efficiency in career readiness of students.
Very little empirical research in career guidance and
entrepreneurship education, especially in secodary
school, limited researchers in comparing research
findings, and researchers had to compare them with
career theories and models.

According to the results of the research, in order to
improve the pattern of incorporation the essential
components of guidance and entrepreneurship in the
textbooks of the first secondary school, in order to
improvement career readiness and entrepreneurial
competencies, the following suggestions are also
presented:

The incorporation of career guidance and
entrepreneurship components in textbooks should be
aligned with theories of career development.

Vol. 20, No. 108, Winter(March) 2022

Neglected thems: communication and leadership
skills - as basic competencies - at all grades and
decision-making skills - as the core of career choice -
in the 7th grade, emotional management - as an
influential factor in decision making skills - in the 9th
grade, should be embedded in secondary textbooks'
content.

In designing the goals of career and entrepreneurship
education program to the concepts of entrepreneurial
self-efficacy and Career decision-making self-
efficacy as two key elements and predictors of
entrepreneurial intention and career choice readiness
should be considered by curriculum planning and
school career guidance experts in the first secondary
schools.
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