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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article type: Background: Academic dishonesty not only undermines the values of integrity and fairness but also
Research Article impacts the learning environment, hindering the genuine development of knowledge and skills. A
deeper understanding of the psychological and personality processes involved in academic
Article history: dishonesty can offer solutions to enhance moral identity and the overall quality of students'
Received 03 November educational experiences. Despite the significance of this issue, the interplay between personality
2023 ) traits, moral identity, and academic dishonesty has remained understudied in the existing literature.
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ggtzaﬁshed Online 21 June Methodg: This study was cqnducted in _the_ presence of 5Q0 people by available sampling method
2024 among high school students in Tehran city in year academic 2021-2022. To measure the variables,
academic dishonesty scale (ADS) of Witherspoon and et al (2010), neo personality inventory (NEO-
Keywords: PI-R) of McCrae and Costa (2008) and moral identity questionnaire (MIQ) of Black and Reynolds

(2016) were used. Data were analyzed using Pearson correlation and structural equation modelling
with using SPSS-24 and AMOS software was investigated.

Results: The results showed that there is significant relationship between personality characteristics
and moral identity with procrastination (P< 0.01). The results also showed that most of the direct
paths of this study were significant and the indirect paths of personality characteristics were
significant through the mediating role of moral identity on academic dishonesty. Also, proposed
model had an acceptable fitness to the data (RMSEA= 0/052, P-value< 0/05) and evaluated model
has a good fit and is an important step in identifying the factors that are effective in academic
dishonesty in high school students in Tehran city.

Conclusion: The findings of this research offer valuable insights towards reducing academic
dishonesty among students by considering the roles of personality traits and moral identity. Several
proactive measures can be implemented in this regard, such as organizing webinars aimed at
improving personality traits and moral identity to diminish tendencies towards dishonesty and
academic cheating among students.
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Introduction

In the ever-evolving landscape of education, the issue
of academic dishonesty continues to challenge the
integrity of academic institutions worldwide
(Ghorbankhani et al., 2022). Defined as any form of
unethical behavior that compromises the fairness and
validity of the educational assessment process,
academic dishonesty encompasses a wide array of
activities, ranging from plagiarism to cheating on
examinations. Understanding the factors that
contribute to this phenomenon is not only crucial for
maintaining the credibility of educational systems but
also for nurturing ethical and responsible citizens
(Chi, 2023). Tehran, the bustling capital city of Iran,
stands as a microcosm of diverse cultural, social, and
educational backgrounds. Within this vibrant city,
scholars and researchers have undertaken the task of
unraveling the intricate web of academic dishonesty
among students (Weinschenk et al., 2023). Among
the myriad of factors influencing this behavior,
personality characteristics have emerged as a
significant area of exploration. The nuances of an
individual's  personality  traits, encompassing
dimensions such as conscientiousness, neuroticism,
and agreeableness, can shed light on the
predisposition towards dishonest practices in
academic settings.

Furthermore, the role of moral identity, a fundamental
aspect of an individual's ethical framework, has
gained prominence in recent academic discourse.
Moral identity refers to the extent to which
individuals perceive morality as a central aspect of
their self-concept, shaping their decisions and actions
(Steinberger et al., 2021). Understanding how moral
identity mediates the relationship  between
personality characteristics and academic dishonesty
is vital for devising targeted interventions that
promote integrity and ethical conduct among
students. This article delves into the heart of this
intricate  relationship by employing Structural
Equation Modeling (SEM) as a powerful analytical
tool. SEM allows researchers to examine complex
relationships among variables, taking into account
both observed and latent factors. By utilizing this
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robust methodology, the study aims to unravel the
multifaceted  interplay  between  personality
characteristics, moral identity, and academic
dishonesty among students in Tehran City. The
significance of this research extends beyond
theoretical implications, offering practical insights
for educators, policymakers, and institutions.
Identifying the specific personality traits that
correlate  with  academic  dishonesty, and
understanding the mediating influence of moral
identity, paves the way for targeted educational
interventions. Such interventions can be tailored to
nurture a sense of moral responsibility, integrity, and
accountability among students, thereby fostering a
culture of academic honesty and ethical behavior
within educational institutions (Zhao et al., 2023).

In the subsequent sections of this article, we will
explore the existing literature on academic
dishonesty, delve into the intricacies of personality
characteristics, moral identity, and their relevance in
the context of Tehran's diverse student population.
Through a meticulous analysis of empirical findings,
we aim to offer comprehensive insights that
contribute significantly to the ongoing dialogue on
academic integrity and ethics in contemporary
educational environments.

Method

The present study employed a descriptive-
correlational research design utilizing Structural
Equation Modeling (SEM). This approach allows for
the exploration of relationships between variables,
categorizing it as a descriptive-correlational study as
described by Mohammadi and Kurd (2019). The
research population comprised male high school
students in Tehran during the academic year 2021-
2022. Although a universal consensus on the ideal
sample size for SEM studies is lacking, many
researchers suggest a minimum sample size of 200
participants (Klein, 2016). To enhance the
generalizability of the results and minimize the risk
of questionnaire attrition, a sample size of 500
participants was chosen for this study.

Due to the prevalence of the COVID-19 virus and the
shift towards online learning, non-random convenient
sampling method was employed, allowing voluntary
and online participation. Informed consent was
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obtained from the participants, who were high school
students and reported no physical or psychological
illnesses, following the ethical guidelines set forth by
the Iranian Psychological Association and the
American Psychological Association (Hosseini
Barzanji & Kurd, 2021). Participants were assured of
the confidentiality of their responses and were
informed of their right to withdraw from the study at
any stage.

Three main principles were followed concerning the
participants: 1) voluntary participation in the
research; 2) anonymous questionnaires provided to
the students; 3) the option for students to withdraw
from the study if they did not wish to participate at
any stage.

Data analysis was conducted both descriptively and
inferentially. Descriptive statistics, including means
and standard deviations, were utilized to describe the
variables. For inferential analysis, Pearson
correlation coefficients were calculated to examine
the relationships between variables. Furthermore,
SEM was employed to investigate the complex
interrelationships among the variables. The analysis
was conducted using SPSS and AMOS version 24,
robust statistical software widely used for data
analysis and SEM modeling. These comprehensive
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methodological approaches were chosen to ensure the
validity and reliability of the study's findings,
providing a solid foundation for the exploration of
academic dishonesty in Tehran's high school
students.

Results

A total of 500 participants were involved in this
study, falling within the age range of 13 to 16 years
old. Among them, 112 individuals, constituting 22%
of the sample, were 13 years old. The majority of the
participants, 188 individuals, accounting for 37%,
were 14 years old. Additionally, there were 125
participants aged 15, making up 25% of the sample,
while 75 individuals, equivalent to 15%, were 16
years old. The data revealed that 14-year-olds were
the most prevalent age group, while 16-year-olds
were the least represented. The average age of the
participants was 14.33 years, with a standard
deviation of 0.985, indicating a relatively narrow age
distribution within the sample. This demographic
information provides valuable insights into the age
distribution of the study participants, offering a clear
overview of the age groups under investigation in the
context of academic dishonesty among high school
students in Tehran.

Table 1. Standard Coefficients and Direct Paths of Personality Traits and Moral Identity on Academic Dishonesty

Direct Paths

Beta SE C.R. Sig

Neuroticism — Academic Dishonesty
Extraversion — Academic Dishonesty

Openness to Experience — Academic Dishonesty

Popularity — Academic Dishonesty

Conscientiousness — Academic Dishonesty

Moral Identity — Academic Dishonesty

0.49 0.019 14.17 0.001
0.56 0.026 10.00 0.001
0.39- 0.020 -7.42 0.001
0.27 0.018 5.88 0.001
0.33 0.027 6.61 0.001
0.64 0.022 -12.46 0.001

As depicted in Table 1, the standard coefficients and
direct paths of neuroticism (B= 0.49, p= 0.001),
extraversion (B= 0.56, p= 0.001), openness to
experience (B= -0.39, p= 0.001), agreeableness
(B= -0.27, p= 0.001), conscientiousness (f= -0.33,
p= 0.001), and moral identity (p= -0.58, p= 0.001)
were significantly associated with academic

dishonesty among students. To investigate the
indirect relationships proposed in the model, the
bootstrapping method outlined by Preacher and
Hayes (2004) was employed. The results of the
bootstrapping method for determining the indirect
paths are presented in Table 2.

Table 2. Bootstrapping Results: Personality Traits with Moral Identity Mediation on Academic Dishonesty

Indirect Effects

Indirect Coefficients Sig

Neuroticism — Moral Identity — Academic Dishonesty 0.066 0.015
Extraversion — Moral Identity — Academic Dishonesty 0.054 0.04
Openness to Experience — Moral Identity — Academic Dishonesty -0.259 0.004
Popularity — Moral Identity — Academic Dishonesty -0.33 0.012
Conscientiousness — Moral Identity — Academic Dishonesty 0.124 0.004
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The proposed model in this study includes the
assumption of the existence of an indirect path. When
the sample size is not excessively large, bootstrapping
is the most powerful and logical method used to
ascertain these indirect effects. The confidence level
is 95%, and 1000 resamples were employed in the
bootstrapping  procedure. To  establish  the
significance of the mediating role of moral identity in
the relationship between personality traits and
academic dishonesty, the bootstrapping method in
Preacher and Hayes' (2004) PROCESS macro was
applied. The results of the bootstrapping analysis are
presented in Table 2. In this method, if both the upper
and lower limits of the confidence interval are either
both positive and both negative, and zero is not
included between these limits, the indirect causal path
becomes statistically significant. According to the
results obtained from Table 2, this criterion holds true
for the relationship between personality traits and
academic dishonesty mediated by moral identity.

Conclusion

The aim of this research was to examine the structural
equation modeling of academic dishonesty based on
personality traits with the mediating role of moral
identity among students in Tehran city. The results
indicated that the standard coefficients and direct
paths of neuroticism, extraversion, and openness to
experience, popularity, and conscientiousness were
significantly associated with academic dishonesty
among the students. In explaining the role of
extraversion in academic dishonesty, it can be stated
that extraverts are often described as more energetic
and enthusiastic than their introverted counterparts.
Due to their high energy levels and increased
enthusiasm, extraverts tend to exert more effort and
collaborate effectively with peers, completing their
academic tasks promptly and accurately.

In explaining the role of openness to experience in
academic dishonesty, it can be said that openness to
experience refers to an individual's attention to inner
feelings, active imagination, curiosity, aesthetic
appreciation, mental flexibility, and independence in
judgment. Openness to experience is associated with
intellectual traits such as reflective and divergent
thinking, often linked to creativity.
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The overall results of the study indicated that the
structural model of academic dishonesty based on
personality traits with the mediating role of moral
identity among students in Tehran city demonstrated
a good fit. Consequently, the findings and
implications of this research can be discussed on both
theoretical and practical levels.

On a theoretical level, the study's outcomes can
contribute to expanding the knowledge, concepts, and
models within the domain of students’ academic
dishonesty by elucidating the relationships between
personality traits and moral identity. Furthermore, the
results could pave the way for new research
endeavors by offering practical and applicable
insights into the influence of personality traits and
moral identity on academic dishonesty. Identifying
the factors associated with academic dishonesty holds
significant importance for counselors, psychologists,
and school planners, as it enables them to proactively
address  this  harmful  phenomenon,  which
significantly impacts the educational and industrial
sectors of the country. Therefore, the findings of this
research can be instrumental in devising strategies to
reduce academic dishonesty among students by
considering the roles of personality traits and moral
identity.

Practically, interventions can be designed, such as
organizing webinars aimed at improving personality
traits and moral identity to reduce the inclination
towards academic dishonesty and cheating among
students. Additionally, seeking assistance from
counselors and implementing interventions, if
necessary, to enhance personality traits and moral
identity can be beneficial in curbing academic
dishonesty. These practical measures can contribute
to creating a more ethical and integrity-driven
academic environment for students, fostering a
culture of honesty and integrity.
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