Journal of Psychological Science

Print ISSN: 1735-7462

JPS

PSYCHOLOGICALSCIENCE

Online ISSN: 2676-6639

Homepage: http://www.psychologicalscience.ir

Validation of preschool curriculum model with empowerment a

roach against social deviances

Mahshid Mehrjoo*'*", Mohammad Nourian?'*/, Nozar Nakhai?®

1. Ph.D Candidate in Educational Sciences, Curriculum Development, South Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: mahshidmehrjoo@yahoo.com
2. Associate Professor, Department of Management and Curriculum, South Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: nourian2001@gmail.com
3. Professor, Specialist in Social Medicine, Kerman University of Medical Sciences, Kerman, Iran. E-mail: nakhaeen@gmail.com

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received 14 October
2023

Received in revised form
12 November 2023
Accepted 18 December
2023

Published Online 22
December 2023
Keywords:

validation,

preschool curriculum
model,

empowerment approach,
social deviances

Background: Investigation curricula in different academic courses and evaluating the relevance and
impact of curricula in order to empower students and prevent and reduce their vulnerability in dealing
with social harms is necessary. Due to the lack of curriculum models for the prevention of social
harms in the preschool period, it seems necessary to validate the mentioned model in order to
implement it in preschool centers.

Aims: The current research was conducted with the aim of validating the preschool curriculum model
with the empowerment approach against social deviances.

Methods: The current research was conducted with a survey method. The statistical population of
the research includes academic staff members (Departments of educational sciences, social sciences
and psychology of Shahid Bahonar University, Azad Islamic University of Kerman and Azad Islamic
University of South Tehran Branch) and there were experts in the field of children in the cities of
Kerman and Tehran, the research sample consisted of 80 people, who were selected from among
them in an accessible and purposeful way. The research data was collected in several stages through
the conducted studies and researcher-made questionnaire. The questionnaire of the current research
was researcher-made and included 53 questions based on the categories obtained in the research of
Mehrjoo et al. (2021), which was sent to the members of the statistical sample by selecting the
samples after checking and confirming the professors, And finally, 80 completed questionnaires were
analyzed. In order to validate and analyze the accuracy of the presented model, structural equation
modeling method was used in Smart PLS software.

Results: The findings of the evaluation of all the relationships in the model and also the coefficients
of determination indicated that in the studied model, all the dimensions have been correctly identified
and selected, there are significant relationships between all dimensions in the model, therefore, the
research model has high validity and reliability. Also, according to the structure of PLS path
modeling, obtaining a value of 0.508 for GOF confirms the very appropriate value of the model.
Conclusion: The results of the present research, by confirming the validity and reliability of the
studied model, can increase the awareness of researchers and education officials regarding
educational methods, required content, empowerment categories and evaluation approaches for
empowering preschool children against social deviances.
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Introduction

Investigation curricula in different academic courses
and evaluating the relevance and impact of curricula
in empowering students and preventing and reducing
vulnerability in dealing with social harms are
important and fundamental issues, today, many
theorists and researchers in the field of education
believe that in order to deal with social harms,
especially among students in schools, the main focus
of the education system should be on cultural creation
in different ways, especially the use of curriculum,
Because the curriculum is the only place where a safe
and sustainable investment can be made in line with
a healthy society. Some people even believe that if we
are witnessing various anomalies in the society in
various fields, then the education experts, especially
the curriculum experts, should be held accountable
and questioned (Narayan, 2002; translated by
Pourasghar Sangachin & Ramezani, 2016).
Education Pundits consider pre-primary education as
an education that starts from the time of birth and
continues until the beginning of primary school years,
i.e. at the end of six years. In such years, children go
through important and sensitive stages of their lives
in terms of personality, social and education.
Therefore, they believe that a suitable curriculum in
this period provides stimulating experiences for the
mental, linguistic, physical, social and emotional
development of children and empowers them against
social deviances (Mofidi, 2012).

What is certain is the development and design of
curricula in the direction of empowering students and
preventing social deviances, and studying and
researching in order to provide appropriate and
effective accreditation to these curricula, It will be
able to fundamentally reduce the scope for the
creation and emergence of social anomalies to a large
extent, so that we can see the progress of a society,
where social harms are minimized and students in
different academic courses have the least impact and
vulnerability in dealing with social deviances,
Because by emphasizing on teaching life skills and
empowering students in the form of official
curriculum, it is definitely possible to minimize the
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occurrence of many of these deviances and to
minimize the effectiveness of students in facing social
deviances.

The present study seeks to validate the preschool
curriculum model with an empowerment approach
against social harms in the research of Mehrjoo et al.
(2021). The results extracted in the mentioned study
showed that the necessity of empowering children to
deal with social deviances can be categorized into 10
categories: emotional and personality growth and
increasing mental health, reducing behavioral
disorders and increasing personal and social
adaptation, growing self-confidence and individual
independence, increasing individual abilities and
creativity, developing personal, communication and
social skills, moral and educational needs, developing
children's self-care, growing Life skills and social
relations and increasing participation, educational
and cultural needs and economic needs.

The main question of the current research was
whether the preschool curriculum model with an
empowerment approach against social deviances
based on the research of Mehrjoo et al. (2021)
(including logic and why, educational goals,
educational content, teaching-learning strategies,
materials and resources, teacher competencies,
family and comprehensive evaluation) has the
necessary validity for implementation? or in other
words, how is the validity of the obtained model?

Method

The current research was conducted with a survey
method. The statistical population of the research
includes academic staff members (Departments of
educational sciences, social sciences and psychology
of Shahid Bahonar University, Azad Islamic
University of Kerman and Azad Islamic University of
South Tehran Branch) and there were experts in the
field of children in the cities of Kerman and Tehran,
the research sample consisted of 80 people, who were
selected from among them in an accessible and
purposeful way. The research data was collected in
several stages through the conducted studies and
researcher-made questionnaire. The questionnaire of
the current research was researcher-made and
included 53 questions based on the categories
obtained in the research of Mehrjoo et al. (2021),
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which was sent to the members of the statistical
sample by selecting the samples after checking and
confirming the professors, And finally, 80 completed
questionnaires were analyzed. In order to validate and
analyze the accuracy of the presented model,
structural equation modeling method was used in
Smart PLS software.

Results

A total of 80 experts in the field of preschool
education participated in this study, 14 (18%) were
male and 66 (82%) were female. In terms of
education, 24 people (30%) had a bachelor's degree,
30 people (37%) had a master's degree, and 26 people
(33%) had a doctorate degree. Regarding the
occupation of the participants, 34 people (43%) work
in kindergartens and preschool centers, 26 people
(32%) work in schools, 6 people (8%) work in
universities, and 14 people (17%) work in other jobs.
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Table 1shows the fit indices of the model. Obtaining
a value of 0.508 for GOF confirms the very
appropriate value of the model. Considering the
significance of all the relationships identified in the
model and also the fit of the model, the correctness of
the model was confirmed among the sample
members.

Table 1. R2 value in research variables and model fit index

Variable R? AVE GOF
teaching and learning methods  0.532  0.631
content 0.650 0.576 0588
goals 0.808  0.592 '
assessment - 0.644

The results related to path coefficient values and t-
statistics of the hypotheses related to the paths of the
research model are presented in Table 2.

Table 2. Path coefficient values and t-statistics of hypotheses related to research model paths

relationships Path coefficient (B)  t-statistics Result
Evaluation - teaching and learning strategies 0.576 9.290 Meaningful
Teaching and learning strategies - Content 0.434 4.836 Meaningful
Content - Goals 0.764 11.957 Meaningful
Evaluation - content 0.474 5.520 Meaningful
Evaluation - Goals 0.825 12.534 Meaningful
Teaching and learning strategies - Goals 0.588 11.055 Meaningful

Conclusion

The current research was conducted with the aim of
validating the preschool curriculum model with the
empowerment approach against social deviances.

In the paradigmatic model of Mehrjoo et al.'s (2021)
research, using structural equation modeling, the
relationships between the variables of different
dimensions of the model were obtained and analyzed
using the data collected through questionnaires. In
this research, using the structural equation method
and Smart PLS software, the dimensions of the
mentioned model and the relationships between them
were evaluated and the degree of relationships of each
variable was measured, and the validity of the model
was tested, and model validation was done. In
general, the findings from the evaluation of all the
relationships in the evaluated model and also the
obtained determination coefficients indicate that in
the model of this research, all the dimensions have
been correctly identified and selected, and there are

significant relationships between all the dimensions
in the model, Therefore, the research model has high
validity and credibility and should be used in
preschool curriculum planning to strengthen
empowerment against social harms. In addition to the
methodological differences between this research and
similar researches in this field, which are considered
as part of the innovations of this research, there are
also differences in terms of the model and its
components. Also, the research that deals with the
field of empowering children against social deviances
through the preschool curriculum is also very limited
and this research is distinguished.

Of course, due to the limitations of Pebshin's studies
in this field and with a similar method, the general
components of most of the presented models are not
compatible with the model components of this
research, but conceptually, relationships and
comparisons can be made between them. Therefore,
the results of this research are indirectly related to a
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number of researches conducted in this field, such as
predicting social injuries based on students' life skills
(Najafi et al., 2013); Emotional and social problems
in elementary school children (Buzgar et al., 2013)
and problem-oriented curriculum design in preschool
period (Mirarab razy et al., 1400) are consistent.

The results of the present research, by confirming the
validity and reliability of the studied model, can
increase the awareness of researchers and education
officials regarding educational methods, required
content, empowerment categories and evaluation
approaches for empowering preschool children
against social deviances.
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