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Background: Legal behavior in the education of elementary school students is of paramount
importance. Upon reviewing the literature related to citizenship education, it became apparent that
there is no suitable native model for a curriculum on psychological skills in this domain.

Aims: The present study aimed to design a curriculum model for psychological skills in the
citizenship domain for elementary school students.

Methods: The present research employed a data-driven approach. The population consisted of all
experts in the field of elementary education, among whom 21 individuals were selected using
purposive sampling method. The main data collection tool was interviews, and the data obtained from
them were analyzed through open coding, axial coding, and selective coding. Data analysis was
conducted using MAXQDA software version 12.

Results: The results of this study are presented in the form of a model consisting of 11 main
components, including primary conditions, performance-oriented planning, contextual conditions,
performance-oriented planning in contextual domains (educational and psychological
contextualization, economic, cultural, and behavioral differences in citizenship), interveners (teacher
and learner characteristics), strategies (initial, instructional, and feedback), and outcomes (enhanced
student performance and the establishment of a sustainable curriculum).

Conclusion: Given the importance of the subject, it is imperative to approve and develop a strategic
program for citizenship education curriculum at the level of educational institutions and schools. This
program must necessarily align with the objectives and components of the national educational
system, encompassing legal, civil, political, cultural, social, and ethical aspects, as well as upper-
level documents, including the comprehensive scientific roadmap of the country.
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Introduction

In  contemporary educational discourse, the
cultivation of citizenship rights among young learners
is recognized as an essential component of holistic
education (Parker, 2019). Citizenship education
serves as a cornerstone for nurturing responsible,
informed, and actively engaged members of society.
However, despite its acknowledged significance,
there remains a notable gap in the literature regarding
the development and implementation of structured
curricular frameworks for citizenship education,
particularly within the context of early childhood
education (Davis et al., 2021). This study aims to
address this gap by proposing a comprehensive
curriculum template tailored for the second year of
elementary education, focusing explicitly on
citizenship rights.

Elementary education plays a pivotal role in shaping
the attitudes, values, and behaviors of young learners.
It provides a foundational platform for instilling the
principles of civic responsibility, social justice, and
democratic participation. However, the integration of
citizenship education into the curriculum often lacks
specificity and coherence, resulting in fragmented
and sporadic approaches that fail to effectively
address the diverse needs and developmental stages
of students. Therefore, there is a pressing need for a
structured and systematic curriculum template that
aligns with the developmental milestones of
elementary students while fostering a deep
understanding of citizenship rights (Smith et al.,
2022).

The design of a curriculum template for citizenship
rights in the second year of elementary education is
underpinned by several compelling rationales.
Firstly, early childhood is a critical period for the
formation of attitudes and values, making it an
opportune time to introduce concepts related to
citizenship and social responsibility. Secondly,
research indicates that explicit instruction in
citizenship education positively impacts students'
civic knowledge, skills, and attitudes, contributing to
the development of active and engaged citizens.
Moreover, a well-designed curriculum template
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provides educators with clear guidance and resources,
ensuring consistent and coherent delivery of
citizenship education across diverse learning
environments.

The conceptual underpinnings of this curriculum
template draw from various theoretical perspectives,
including social constructivism, critical pedagogy,
and socio-cultural theory. Social constructivism
posits that learning occurs through active engagement
with social experiences and meaningful interactions,
highlighting the importance of experiential and
inquiry-based learning approaches in citizenship
education. Critical pedagogy emphasizes the role of
education in fostering critical consciousness and
transformative action, encouraging students to
question existing power structures and advocate for
social change. Socio-cultural theory underscores the
significance of social context and cultural influences
in shaping individuals' understanding of citizenship
and societal norms, advocating for culturally
responsive and inclusive educational practices.

This study adopts a mixed-methods research design,
integrating qualitative and quantitative approaches to
develop and validate the proposed curriculum
template. The research process entails a
comprehensive review of relevant literature on
citizenship education, curriculum design, and child
development, followed by the iterative development
of the curriculum template in collaboration with
educational experts and practitioners. The final
curriculum template will undergo rigorous validation
through expert reviews, pilot testing, and feedback
from key stakeholders, including teachers, students,
and parents. The study culminates in the presentation
of a refined and evidence-based curriculum template,
accompanied by guidelines for implementation and
assessment in elementary educational settings.

In conclusion, the design of a curriculum template for
citizenship rights in the second year of elementary
education represents a significant endeavor with
profound implications for educational practice and
societal development. By providing educators with a
structured framework for fostering citizenship
awareness and engagement among young learners,
this study seeks to contribute to the advancement of
inclusive, democratic, and socially just societies.
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Through collaborative efforts and evidence-based
approaches, we endeavor to empower the next
generation of citizens to actively participate in
shaping a more equitable and sustainable future.

Method

The present research was conducted within the
framework of a qualitative approach utilizing
grounded theory. The necessary data were collected
through semi-structured interviews. The validity of
the questions was confirmed by experts in the field.
The target population consisted of experts and
stakeholders familiar with civil rights and curriculum
development, who could provide valuable insights to
the researcher. Theoretical sampling was employed in
the qualitative section of the study. In qualitative
research, data collection ceases when information
about all relevant categories becomes saturated, and
when the theory or story under study is fully
developed, and no new information about the topic is
forthcoming. Therefore, in qualitative research,
sample size is considered synonymous with data
saturation (Abedi, 2016). Accordingly, the sample for
this research consisted of 21 experts and stakeholders
in the field of citizenship curriculum development.
Data analysis in this study was conducted according
to the guidelines provided by Strauss and Corbin
(2012), which include three main stages: open, axial,
and selective coding (Strauss & Corbin, 2012). It is
worth mentioning that for the validation of the
findings obtained from coding and analyzing
interview texts, some teachers, experts, and legal and
curriculum specialists reviewed and observed the
results; there is agreement among them regarding the
findings. Finally, the qualitative research model is
presented, and for the validation of the resulting
model, the method of member checking was utilized.

Results

In response to the research question, the data
collected from the semi-structured interview process
with the research participants, who possessed
valuable lived experiences related to the phenomenon
under study, were subjected to open coding analysis.
Conducting the open coding process on this data led
to the identification of numerous concepts, which the
researcher then sought to reduce and categorize based
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on similarities and conceptual overlaps. As a result,
11 main themes and 31 sub-themes were extracted.
Following the open coding process, the research
findings were organized into dimensions of the axial
coding pattern, including the following: Primary
Conditions: These are the main factors influencing
the core aspects of the phenomenon, directly
impacting the primary elements (such as multi-
specialty curriculum planning) in the elementary
education system. Core Issue: This serves as the
central focus encompassing all  discussions.
Background Conditions: These constitute a set of
factors, including concepts, categories, or variables
that influence actions and interactions. Intervening
Conditions: These are variables and conditions within
which the phenomenon occurs, extending beyond the
background conditions. Strategies: These are
deliberate actions aimed at addressing the intervening
conditions. Outcomes: These are the results emerging
from the strategies, representing the consequences of
actions and reactions.

This categorization, as described by Hajbagheri et al.
(2012), enabled a systematic organization of the
research findings, highlighting the
interconnectedness and interdependence of various
factors influencing the phenomenon of interest. Such
a structured approach facilitates a comprehensive
understanding of the complex dynamics at play
within the context of elementary education
curriculum planning for citizenship rights.
Continuing further, the final conceptual model for the
citizenship education curriculum in the elementary
education system was designed using selective
coding, which is the final stage of coding in grounded
theory. In this stage, the researcher, relying on their
understanding of the studied phenomenon, along with
the axial coding, and drawing inspiration from the
existing theoretical literature, revisited the interviews
and coding to develop the final model. Additionally,
the model was validated by the input of seven
university professors, ensuring its accuracy and
relevance. This stage represents the culmination of
the research process, wherein the insights gleaned
from data analysis, theoretical frameworks, and
expert input converge to delineate a comprehensive
and coherent conceptual model for citizenship
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education curriculum in elementary education. By
synthesizing diverse perspectives and integrating
theoretical insights, the final model provides a robust
framework for guiding curriculum development
efforts aimed at fostering citizenship awareness and
engagement among elementary students.

Conclusion

The present study aims to design a curriculum model
for psychological citizenship skills for students in the
second year of elementary education. As indicated,
the citizenship education curriculum in the Iranian
educational system faces numerous challenges, one of
which is the lack of a comprehensive model that can
delineate the roles of all stakeholders and serve as a
guide for practitioners and planners in this field. In
this article, an attempt has been made to model the
citizenship education curriculum in the second year
of elementary education using grounded theory.
Based on the analysis, it is evident that in the
curriculum planning of citizenship education, there is
a need for strengthening teacher organization, using
standards, and ensuring continuity and coherence in
teaching citizenship rights. Continuous policymaking
based on upper-level documents and budget
allocation, as well as cultural orientation (ideological
perspective, media, and virtual space), teacher
characteristics ~ (individual —and interpersonal,
professional), and  personal  characteristics
(emaotional, cognitive, social, and physiological) were
identified as significant factors. The background
activities such as awareness-raising and motivation,
clarifying the process and objectives of citizenship
education in the second year of elementary education,
institutionalism in administrations and schools,
standardization of educational levels, educational
actions (quality-centered, interaction-oriented, and
professional development of teachers), feedback
actions (program evaluation, teacher and learner
assessment), individual and institutional attitudes
toward citizenship education, and the development of
a sustainable curriculum program were categorized
and addressed.

Furthermore, multiple-specialty curriculum planning
in the field of citizenship education was introduced as
the central aspect of this model, signifying that most
interviewees affirmed the necessity of planning by
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experts familiar with various areas, including
philosophy, psychology, civil law, social law, and
curriculum planning. During the interviews, when the
connection of certain elements of the curriculum to
human sciences was not established, it was implied
elsewhere that the most critical secret to the success
of a curriculum model is precise and continuous
needs assessment and the involvement of
stakeholders. The importance of this issue and the
plethora of previous research, such as that by Wang
Jin Zhu (2018), corroborate these findings.
Moreover, continuity and temporal sequencing were
mentioned as fundamental issues. Unfortunately, this
aspect is absent in the current curriculum, whether
formal or informal, as students typically only see the
lessons at the classroom level, and their performance
in the family and community environments is not
readily observable. However, some interviewees
argued that citizenship education is an effective
element in a competent society, emphasizing the
principle of continuity rather than compression. They
suggested that the educational content in the second
year of elementary education should be planned based
on the needs assessment of students in society and
even the family. This perspective aligns with the
findings of Anosami (2016).

Teacher and learner assessment holds extraordinary
importance as these two categories of stakeholders
are the primary agents in the teaching-learning
process. They should be continuously evaluated
based on the objectives of the program and the
expectations placed upon them. The most significant
outcomes of implementing this model can be
highlighted in two aspects: enhancing legal
awareness in the country and forming a sustainable
curriculum. By operationalizing the citizenship
education curriculum model in the second year of
elementary education, it is hoped that we will witness
scientific growth among practitioners in this field and
an increase in the scientific level and awareness of
educational institutions and schools nationwide.
From the perspective of curriculum, it can be
expected that the proposed model will provide the
conditions for the emergence of a citizenship
education curriculum based on numerous specific
research findings tailored to the context of our
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country, engaging all active stakeholders in this field
comprehensively.

With the application of the proposed curriculum
model, new theories in the principles of civil law
education and their specific impacts will be
discussed, including giving teachers more
opportunities to advance their legal perspectives and
awareness, expanding teaching methods, increasing
student motivation for learning, enhancing focus,
understanding, and developing specific skills,
fostering greater coordination between teachers and
students and their mutual education levels, and
increasing the sense of professional ethics, justice,
accountability, and learner engagement in the
discourse of education and learning, leading to
individual progress. Furthermore, supporting the
advancement of students' social rights and achieving
better assessment results will be achieved.

Given the importance of the subject and the provision
of proposals aimed at further research in this area, the
following strategies are proposed. It is essential,
given the strategic importance of citizenship
education in the curriculum, that an educational
program be approved and developed at the level of
educational institutions and schools. This program
must align with the goals and components of the
national educational system, encompassing legal,
civil, political, cultural, social, and ethical aspects, as
well as upper-level documents, including the
comprehensive scientific roadmap of the country,
among others. Since the higher-level documents
primarily examine perspectives and general
objectives and avoid delving into specific issues of
citizenship education, specific documents tailored to
this educational field need to be designed. As
formulating such a strategy at the national level poses
challenges, those responsible must not only interact
with educational planners but also maintain close ties
with experts and stakeholders in citizenship education
and practical law education. Moreover, seeking
feedback from teachers nationwide and considering
their opinions will strengthen this strategy. Based on
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this strategy, teacher education plays a vital role in
two key aspects: first, increasing their awareness and
legal perspectives regarding the nature of citizenship
rights in contemporary society and the socio-ethical
importance of upholding individual and interpersonal
rights can transform them from mere transmitters into
individuals with more prominent roles. Second,
supplementary training or in-service courses for
teachers in open environments to increase their
knowledge and align them with textbooks and
teaching approaches should be seriously considered.
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