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Background: Differences between age groups is a very important issue that can be the source of
various cultural and social phenomena and issues.

Aims: The purpose of this research was to investigate the intergenerational social capital and its
dimensions among men and women in Tuyserkan city.

Methods: The research method was a survey and the data collection tool was a researcher-made
questionnaire. The statistical population included men and women over 15 years of age in Tuyserkan
city in 2019, of which 392 were selected by cluster sampling.

Results: Data analysis was done with ANOVA, Independent T-test, and Path Analysis in SPSS-25
software. The results showed that there is a difference between generations in terms of social capital
and the older generation has more social capital; there is a difference between women and men in
terms of social capital, and men have more social capital than women. There is a difference between
age groups in terms of social capital, and the age group of 66 to 75 years has more social capital.
Also, there is a relationship between income and social capital (P < 0.05).

Conclusion: In short, it can be said that there is a relationship between intergenerational variables,
gender, age groups, income, type of job, marital status, level of education, place of residence, age of
marriage, presence in society, and social capital; There is a difference between men and women as
well as between different generations in terms of the variables of age of marriage, presence in society,
economic capital, individual and social freedoms, social trust, and social mobility.
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Introduction

This research embarks on an intergenerational
exploration of social capital and its various
dimensions among men and women in Tuyserkan.
Social capital, a multifaceted concept rooted in social
networks, trust, and shared values, plays a pivotal role
in shaping the dynamics of communities (Putnam,
2000). Tuyserkan, situated in the heart of Iran,
provides a unique backdrop for this study, with its
rich cultural heritage and distinctive social fabric.

As societies evolve, the transmission of social capital
across generations becomes a critical aspect of
community development (Bourdieu, 1986). This
study delves into the intricacies of intergenerational
social capital, aiming to unravel the nuanced patterns
that influence both men and women in Tuyserkan. By
investigating the diverse dimensions of social capital,
including bonding and bridging social capital
(Nahapiet & Ghoshal, 1998), this research seeks to
shed light on the intricate interplay between
individuals, families, and the broader community.
The examination of social capital across gender lines
adds a compelling layer to the study. Recognizing the
distinct roles and experiences of men and women in
social interactions (Gilligan, 1982), the research aims
to delineate how gender influences the accumulation,
distribution, and utilization of social capital within
the familial and community contexts. The unique
socio-cultural context of Tuyserkan provides an
intriguing setting for understanding how traditional
values and contemporary dynamics intersect, shaping
the intergenerational transfer of social capital.
Through a meticulous exploration of social networks,
community  engagement, and trust-building
mechanisms (Coleman, 1988), this study endeavors
to contribute valuable insights into the dynamics of
social capital in Tuyserkan. Moreover, by adopting an
intergenerational lens, the research not only unveils
the current state of social capital but also illuminates
the mechanisms through which these social resources
are passed down and adapted across different age
groups.

In summary, this intergenerational study serves as a
significant endeavor to comprehensively understand
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the nuances of social capital in Tuyserkan, addressing
the dimensions of bonding and bridging social capital
while intricately examining the impact of gender on
these patterns. The findings are anticipated to provide
a nuanced understanding of the evolving social fabric
in Tuyserkan, offering valuable implications for
community  development  strategies,  gender
dynamics, and the preservation of social capital
across generations.

Method

In this research, a combination of library-based and
field research methods was employed to gather
information, utilizing samples from the statistical
population and both written and unwritten sources.
The library-based approach involved visits to
libraries, relevant organizations, universities, and
scientific centers to obtain necessary theoretical
information and foundations discussed in Chapter
Two. Additionally, data were extracted through
systematic literature review of articles, books, and
reputable scientific journals related to the research
topic.

The statistical population of this study comprised men
and women aged 15 and above in Tuyserkan city
(103,786 individuals), with 51,736 males and 52,050
females, as per the 1398 national census data from the
Ministry of Interior. Following Cochran's formula, a
sample of 392 individuals was randomly selected for
the research. The sampling process involved random
selection of two subsidiary streets from each main
street, and questionnaires were then administered
door-to-door for completion. The sample size
determination utilized Cochran's formula. Data
analysis involved descriptive and inferential
statistical tests (mean, standard deviation, one-way
analysis of variance, and regression) based on the
research model and hypotheses, using SPSS-25
software.

Data collection was carried out through both library
research and the utilization of a researcher-developed
questionnaire. The initial phase involved a
comprehensive review of available documents and
sources (books and articles), identifying relevant
components, followed by content analysis to ascertain
the social capital dimensions. Subsequently, a
researcher-developed questionnaire, comprising
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seven separate sections, was employed for data
collection. Content validity was confirmed through
the development of a specification table, and
reliability was established using the coefficient of
expert agreement (CVI = 0.74). The reliability
assessment involved expert evaluation of the
necessity, utility, or lack thereof of the questionnaire
items related to the research topic, and inappropriate
items were subsequently excluded.

Results

This research delves into an intergenerational study
of social capital among men and women in
Tuyserkan, utilizing theoretical frameworks from
scholars such as Durkheim, Mauss, Inglehart, Mead,
Bourdieu, Coleman, Pontam, Foucault, Giddens,
Zimmel, McLuhan, Inglehart, and Featherstone. The
gender distribution of respondents indicates that the
majority, 63.0%, were women, while the minority,
36.5%, were men.

Analyzing the age distribution of respondents reveals
that the highest percentage, 34.9%, falls within the
age group of 15 to 25 years, while the lowest
percentage, 0.1%, is in the 76 to 85 age group.
Regarding marital status, the majority, 63%, are
married, and the minority, 2.8%, are single, possibly
due to divorce.

A comparison between generations across the
dimensions of social capital is presented, showing
mean values, standard deviations, t-values (ranging
from 0.018 to 0.062), and corresponding significance
levels (p < 0.001). The obtained significant
coefficients  indicate  statistically  significant
differences  between generations across all
dimensions of social capital.

Further, a comparison between generations within
different age groups is conducted, examining
regression analysis results for dimensions of social
capital. The coefficients (r, r2, beta, and t) and
significance levels (p < 0.001) are presented,
demonstrating statistically significant generational
differences across all dimensions within various age
groups.

This study contributes valuable insights into the
intergenerational dynamics of social capital, shedding
light on its nuances across genders and age cohorts in
Tuyserkan.
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Conclusion

The most significant personal, familial, and
attitudinal characteristics of different generations of
men and women in Tuyserkan in the research are as
follows: According to the results obtained from the
questionnaire, it should be noted that the majority of
respondents, 63%, were women, while the minority,
36.5%, were men. Among respondents, the highest
percentage, 34.9%, falls within the age group of 15 to
25 years, while the lowest percentage, 0.1%, and is in
the 76 to 85 age group.

Regarding marital status, the majority, 63.0%, are
married, and the minority, 2.8%, are single, possibly
due to divorce. Among respondents, the highest
percentage, 38.0%, have a diploma, while the lowest
percentage, 6.3%, hold a doctorate. In terms of
occupational status, the majority, 36.5%, are students,
and the minority, 5.9%, are working concurrently.
Examining the income distribution of respondents,
the highest percentage, 46.7%, falls below one
million tomans, while the lowest percentage, 5.9%,
falls between one to two million tomans. Concerning
the place of residence, the majority, 60.5%, live in an
average neighborhood, while the minority, 1.5%,
reside in a low-income neighborhood. Looking at the
generational distribution, the highest percentage,
34.9%, are young, while the lowest percentage,
32.4%, and are middle-aged.

The results of the social capital distribution table
indicate that the majority, 66.8%, believe they have
average social capital, while the minority, 14.8%,
believe they have low social capital. These findings
offer a comprehensive overview of the diverse
characteristics and perspectives of different
generations in Tuyserkan.

The results of this research indicate that the elderly
generation possesses a higher level of social capital
compared to other generations. To enhance social
capital among young and middle-aged individuals,
organizing programs and classes would be beneficial.
Initiatives should focus on facilitating positive social
interactions and eliminating all political, cultural,
social, and economic barriers that contribute to social
distrust, discouragement, self-isolation, and societal
indifference, all of which undermine social trust.
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Based on the average results, men exhibit higher
social capital than women. Encouraging the
delegation of certain professions to women and
creating conditions for their active participation in
society could effectively increase women's social
capital. Individuals employed in the public sector,
according to the averages, tend to have higher social
capital. Providing suitable jobs with sufficient
income can contribute to an increase in overall social
capital.

The findings suggest that individuals with higher
education levels tend to have more social capital.
Therefore, educational institutions and universities
should facilitate continued education and societal
participation for all members of society to boost their
social capital.

Considering the averages, elderly individuals display
higher levels of social trust. Civil institutions should
support disabled individuals and groups to promote
mutual trust at both micro and macro levels in society.
Lastly, based on the average results, the elderly
exhibit higher social mobility. Ensuring the fair
distribution of opportunities throughout society can
enable everyone to benefit from available resources
and opportunities.
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